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My presentation

F̧rom AACR to RDA:  status & way 

forward

ïIntentions & potential

ïNew features

ïImplementation issues

Enquiry on European National Librariesô 

interests/plans for RDA



Background

ĻC Working Group on the Future of 

Bibliographic Control

O̧n the Record

ïñSuspend work on RDAò

ĻC worked with National 

Agricultural Library (NAL) and 

National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

to plan for U.S. testing



RDA Goals

¸The guidelines and instructions in RDA will be 
designed to:

¸Provide a consistent, flexible and extensible 
framework for both the technical and content 
description of all types of resources and all types of 
content

¸Be compatible with internationally established 
principles, models, and standards

¸Be usable primarily within the library community, 
but be capable of adaptation to meet the specific 
needs of other communities



RDA Goals

¸Descriptions and access points produced 
applying RDA guidelines and instructions will:

¸Enable users to find, identify, select, and obtain
resources appropriate to their information needs 

¸Be compatible with descriptions and access points 
devised using AACR2, including data present in 
existing catalogues and databases

¸Be independent of the format, medium or system 
used to store or communicate the data

¸Be readily adaptable to newly-emerging database 
structures



RDA Goals

ŖDA will be developed as a 

resource description standard that 

is:

ïOptimised for use as an online tool

ïWritten in plain English 

ïAble to be used in other language 

communities

ïEasy and efficient to useðboth as a 

working tool and for training purposes



Proposed testing 
methodology

A̧ssumptionsð

ïTest plans, training documentation, 
and results will be shared

ïOnly final version of RDA to be tested 
(now to be called RDA Toolkit)

ïRDA will be tested in existing systems

ïRDA data created during test will be 
made available for use, reuse, testing

ïNon-formal testers invited to share 
RDA created data



Testing partners

2̧6 partners selected, including LC, 
NAL, NLM

P̧artners include cross-section

ïTypes, sizes, formats, content, 
content codes used 

ïLibraries, consortia, educators, 
vendors

ïProgram for Cooperative Cataloging 
libraries

ïOCLC



Testing timeline (tentative 
dates)

Ţest days 1-90 (July ïSept. 2010)

ïFamiliarization with RDA content & 

online functionality

Ţest days 91-180 (Oct. ïDec. 2010)

ïPartners produce records using RDA

P̧ost-test days 181-270 (Jan. ïMar. 

2010)

ïLC/NAL/NLM complete analyses & 

make decision on adopting RDA



Common set test titles

2̧5 titles to be cataloged by all

Ŗange of analog and digital

Ţo include 

ïTextual monographs (10)

ïAV materials (5)

ïSerials (5ðprint & other)

ïIntegrating resources (5)



Common set test titles

Ȩach partner to 

ïCatalog each common set title using 

RDA and using normal content code 

(e.g., AACR2, DACSðDescribing 

Archives: a Content Standard)

ïHave different staff catalog using the 

two content codes

ïUse normal communication format, 

e.g., MARC 21, MARCXML, Dublin 

Core



Other titles using RDA

P̧artners to catalog regular receipts 

using RDA (at least 25)

ïForeign languages

ïCartographic materials

ïMusic scores

ïLaw materials

A̧uthority data should be created if 

normally done for both core and 

regular titles



Accommodating a 
changing environment

¸Changes in technology

ïImpact on descriptive/access data

Åbook catalogs

Åcard catalogs

ÅOPACs

Ånext generation

¸Move from classes of materials to elements 

and values (more controlled vocabularies)

¸Move from individual library to international 

audience



RDA based on IFLAôs 
international models and 
principles

F̧unctional Requirements for 

Bibliographic Records (FRBR, 

1998)

F̧unctional Requirements for 

Authority Data (FRAD, 2009)

Ştatement of International 

Cataloguing Principles (ICP, 2009)


